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affinity for nature and in-
sects originated from the 
experiences I had from my 
childhood period when, be-
cause  of my father's activi-
ties, I was in close contact 
with nature and the related 
agricultural activities. That 
is why I chose to study 
Agronomy at the Agricultur-
al University of Athens dur-
ing 1963-1967.  During that 
period, the agricultural stu-
dents, during the summer 

holidays, had the oppor-
tunity to work as local su-
pervisors for the area-wide 
olive fruit fly control pro-
gramme with bait sprays, 
conducted under the gen-
eral supervision of the 
Greek Ministry of Agricul-
ture. During all the five 
summers of my holidays as 

 

How (Why) did you 
choose to be an ento-
mologist?  

While answering this first 
question, please allow me to 
give a brief summary and ac-
count of my scientific life, an-
swering in part at the same 
time some of the questions 
following. 

I was born 28 February 
1942, in the middle of 2nd 

world war, on the island of 
Chios in the eastern Aegean 
Sea. My father was a re-
spected engineer agronomist 
with strong humanitarian 
feelings and love for nature 
and literature. While work-
ing on this island, he rented 
a small farm with citrus and 
vegetables. I believe that my 

B yron Katsoyan-
nos is one of 

the pioneer tephritid 
fruit fly workers. Here 
is an intimate inter-
view shared by Byron 
including some en-
thralling anecdotes 
from an exceptional 
career and life in ento-
mology  

 

  “Fruit Fly News” accompa-
nied me from the very begin-
ning of my entomological life, 
edited for first time by my 
mentor Dr Ernst F. Boller in 
1972, at about which time I be-
gan my scientific career. There-
fore, I am glad to be invited by 
the editors of the “Fruit Fly 
News” to give this interview.   

  Before answering the first 
question (below), and intro-
ducing myself, I wish to thank 
the editors very much for the 
invitation to give this written 
interview.  

  In fact, this is a good oppor-
tunity for me to make a brief 
flash-back to my previous sci-
entific life, and to provide 
some personal anecdotal sto-
ries, something that I have 
never done before. 
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Byron at a REBELL trap somewhere in Switzerland (1976)  



 

a student, I was employed as a 
supervisor on Chios, Lesbos 
and other places. I had the ad-
ditional chance at the same 
time to serve as a collaborator 
for the field experiments exe-
cuted in these areas by ento-
mologists of the Benaki  Phy-
topathological  Institute 
(Kifissia, Athens), notably by  
Drs P. Mourikis and L. Ar-
gyriou.  I learned a lot from 
them and I spent many days 
during the winter visiting the 
Benaki Institute, admiring the 
entomological books, the in-
sect collections, and discussing 
with them and the other ento-
mologists there. I believe that 
both the above periods 
(childhood, university stud-
ies), were critical for my deci-
sion to follow the science of 
entomology. 

A second period of my life 
began later, when in October 
1970, I emigrated to Switzer-
land.  Although at the very be-
ginning (October 1970 - March 
1971)  I was employed as a land-
worker conducting a farm-
practical on a typical 20 hectare 
Swiss farm near Bern, I did not 
forget my professional goals. 
Thus the following six moths I 
was able to obtain a position as 
an assistant to the professor of 
Biology, Marc Baillod, in the 
School of Agriculture  of  
Marchelin sur Morges, near 
Lausanne (April - August 1971). 
In his presence I learned a lot, 
since among other things we 
conducted together regular 
scouting in fruit tree orchards 
and vineyards of the region, 
within the framework of Inte-
grated Control, being at that 
time in its first stages of devel-
opment. I am proud to tell that 

in this period I had the great 
chance to meet and to follow 
some IPM field-courses held 
by the famous Swiss pioneer 
of IPM, Mario Baggiolini. 

I was employed as a prac-
ticing agronomist  in The 
Swiss Federal  Research Cen-
ter of Agronomy, 
Reckenholz,  near Zurich 
(September - December 
1971), conducting tests to 
certify virus-free potatoes, 
when during an afternoon, 
while working in the green-
house of the Institute, I re-
ceived a telephone call by Dr. 
Ernst Boller, at that time un-
known to me, which was de-
cisive for my career. He told 
me that during an FAO trip 
in Crete, Greece, he met my 
brother Panagiotis, a recog-
nized entomologist and FAO 
expert in the field of biologi-
cal control of olive and citrus 
scales. My brother told him 
about me and my residence 
in Switzerland and my pro-
fessional goals.  In that call 
Ernst Boller talked to me 
about his work on European 
cherry fruit fly, Rhagoletis 
cerasi, and kindly offered to 
me a research assistant posi-
tion in his laboratory. Of 
course I responded positively 
and with great enthusiasm to 
his invitation. This was deci-
sive for my scientific life. In 
this way, on 1st January 1972, 
my fruit fly career and life 
began, in the Fruit Fly La-
boratory 
(“Fruchtfliegenlabor”) of  Dr. 
Boller, in the Swiss Federal 
Research Station at 
Wädenswil. There, I spent 
the eight most productive 
and interesting years of my 

scientific life.  The 
“Fruchfliegenlabor” as 
place, was an isolated, 
old-time, picturesque 
and impressive build-
ing and as a name, rec-
ognized worldwide as a 
reference centre among 
fruit fly workers.  Ernst 
Boller, among others, 
was the project leader 
of a new research pro-
gram (from which I 
was financially sup-
ported), aiming to de-
velop alternative meth-
ods for the control of 
the cherry fruit fly. The 
project, with emphasis 
in the development of 
the SIT, involved a lot 
of related research ac-
tivities, such the devel-
opment of rearing, 
sterilizing and releas-
ing methods, popula-
tion dynamics and be-
havior, developing 
quality control meth-
ods, small scale field 
application of SIT, de-
velopment and applica-
tion of trapping sys-
tems (the well known 
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The Fruchfliegenlabor in 

Wädenswil (1973)  



Ernst Boller (Left) and Byron (Right)  

in the yard of  Boller’s house in 

Wädenswil in April 2013 

Byron servicing colored spheres during 

Olive fruit fly related experiments            

(Chios 1984) 

Byron with  Prof.  M. Tzanakakis, in the 

office of Byron in the Univ. of               

Thessaloniki (June 2005)  

Servicing McPhail traps in an IAEA     

supported experiment                                 

(Chios, August 2004) 
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The  “Fruchfliegenlabor”         

in Wädenswil (1973) 
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visual REBELL trap was developed at 
that time), and many others. In all of 
these activities I participated with great 
scientific curiosity and enthusiasm. The 
team, usually only three persons, Ernst 
Boller, his excellent technical assistant 
and friend Ueli Remund (who unfortu-
nately died quite young in a serious ac-
cident in the Alps) and me, worked at 
that time with high intensity but with 
consistency and pleasure. We worked 
always following a concrete working 
plan which we discussed, elaborated in 
detail and modified if needed, on a 
yearly, monthly and weekly basis. The 
general plan, in its separate parts, in-
cluded also particular details for each 
experiment, such as the type of insect 
cages to be used, the number of repli-
cates required, the working hours need-
ed and the appropriate duration needed 
for the experiment, the statistical meth-
ods suitable for the evaluation of the 
results etc. I am referring to the above 
details because the careful planning and 
the following of the plan was the one of 
the most important lessons I learned in 
Wädenswil as a scientific worker. But 
one should not think that our life at that 
time was only work. There were numer-
ous circumstances and ways we also en-
joyed our personal life. 

Returning to my story, at the same 
time and parallel to my work in the Re-
search Station of Wädenswil, I began 
my postgraduate studies in the Swiss 
Federal Institute of Technology (ETH) 
in Zürich.  After attending two semes-
ters and some selected courses there 
(most of them held by the Professors of 
Entomology, Georg Benz and Vittorio 
Delucchi) and passing the examina-
tions, I was accepted as a PhD candi-
date in The Department of Agronomy of 
ETH. Supervisor of my PhD was Prof. 
G. Benz to whom I am very grateful, 
and co-supervisor Dr. Boller, under 
whom I conducted the experimental 
part of my thesis. The experimental 

part was conducted during 1974-1977 and the 
PhD thesis (Dissertation) which was awarded 
in 1979 and had the title: 

“KATSOYANNOS, B. I., 1979.  Zum Reproduktions- 
und Wirtswahlverhalten der Kirschenfliege, Rhagoletis 
cerasi L. (Diptera: Tephritidae). Diss. ETH Zurich, Nr. 
6409, 178 pp. (Reproductive and host selection behav-
ior of the European cherry fruit fly Rhagoletis cerasi L. 
(Diptera: Tephritidae)” 

About at that time, a new part of my scien-
tific life began, by moving to the University of 
Thessaloniki, similar to the way I met E. Boller 
eight years before. Thus, during the spring of 
1980, I received a letter from Professor Minos 
Tzanakakis, known to me from his work but 
personally quite unknown at that time. He 
wrote me that he was informed by Dr. Aris 
Economopoulos that I had thoughts of coming 
back to Greece. In fact, during a meeting in 
Sassari, Sardinia, a few months before, I had 
such a discussion with Aris, since the program 
with the funds to support me in Wädenswil 
had expired and I was looking for a new posi-
tion. Prof. Tzanakakis, who probably knew 
about me from my previous publications, ex-
plained to me that he had a free position of an 
assistant in his Laboratory in the Department 
of Agriculture at the Aristotle University of 
Thessaloniki.  He invited me to visit him in his 
lab and discuss the possibility to join his 
group. In fact, I visited him during my sum-
mer holidays, I accepted his kind invitation, 
and in October 1980, exactly 10 years after my 
emigration to Switzerland I returned in 
Greece. I am deeply obliged to both Aris and 
Minos for the decisive role they played in my 
career after 1980, opening fields of work to me 
like an academic career in a University, about 
which I never thought before. 

During my career in the University I served 
as a Tutor and Lecturer (1981-84), Assistant 
Professor(1985-89), Associate Professor (1989
-93), and Professor (1993 until my retirement 
in 2009). My main teaching activities included 
a graduate student course on "Fruit Tree 
Pests", a postgraduate course on "Insect Be-
havior" and the supervision of several Gradu-
ate, Master and PhD theses. Concerning re-
search, I was leader of several research pro-
grams supported by local (Greek Ministry of 
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Energy and Technology) or foreign 
funds including I.A.E.A., European Un-
ion, USDA/ARS, University of Califor-
nia at Davis, and the University College 
of London. Main research interests and 
activities during that period included 
studies on the biology, ecology, behav-
ior and management of agricultural 
pests, mainly of insects attacking fruit 

trees with emphasis on fruit flies. Main 
insects studied were Rhagoletis cerasi, 
Ceratitis capitata, Bactrocera oleae, 
Silba adipata (Dipt. Lonchaeidae), Eu-
rytoma amygdali  (Hym., Eurytomi-
dae), and  others. 

The experiments and the observa-
tions of that period of my life were con-
ducted in the laboratory of Thessaloniki 
in collaboration with my graduate and/
or postgraduate students, while those 
including field studies, mostly on my 
farm on the island of Chios, during the 
summer months. To me the work on 
Chios was especially fascinating. There, 
they visited and collaborated with me 
on my farm (a personal field laboratory 
and “small paradise” as said most of the 
visitors),  many prominent  workers, 
like A. Economopoulos, J. Hendrichs, J. 
Carey and others,  including my stu-
dents and now professors Nikos Papa-
dopoulos and Nikos Kouloussis.  These 
two former students of which I was su-
pervisor for their PhD, in addition to 
the collaboration in the experiments in 
Thessaloniki and Chios, they also ac-

companied or replaced me in several interna-
tional meetings. For fruit fly people attending 
these meetings their presence was so closely 
associated with me that frequently some of 
them said: “he arrived, Byron and his body-
guards”. The word “bodyguards” was used be-
cause both Nikos' are much taller than me. 
Both of them were very helpful to me and I am 
proud to see that they follow a distinctive aca-
demic and scientific career. 

 

QUESTION: Who were the people 
who inspired you most? 

 

Obviously, the greatest influence in the cre-
ation of my scientific profile was my mentor 
Dr Ernst Boller who introduced me to entomo-
logical research, the way of planning, conduct-
ing and interpreting the findings of the experi-
ments, and from these finding to think about 
the questions that arose, and to further plan to 
answer them. I am very grateful to him. 

During the time I worked with Boller, I had 
the opportunity to meet several pioneer fruit 
fly workers such as Ronald Prokopy, Derrel 

Chambers, Guy Bush, Milton Huettel, Carol 
Calkins, Norman Leppla, Ugo Cirio, Pelegrino 
Fimiani, and many others.   All these and oth-
ers, were the earliest participants of the now 
flourishing Fruit Fly Working Groups, and af-
fected me in different ways. Among them, Ron 
Prokopy was of course, the greatest. I was fas-

Viwat Wornoayporn  and Jorge Hen-

rdrichs  (Chios, 1997) 

From left: Nikos, Byron, Jorge and 

family, Bob and Martha Heath     

(Chios 1977 ) 
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cinated by his work and personality and 
I feel privileged having had the chance 
to know him.  His sudden death in May 
2004 covered all of us with great sad-
ness and left a big gap in the fruit fly 
community. 

From the period of my life at the 
University of Thessaloniki, the Greek 
entomologists Prof. M. Tzanakakis, my 
friend  Prof. Aris  Economopoulos, de-
serve my great respect and acknowl-
edgement. For the same period I would 
like to acknowledge two foreign scien-

tists that were in close contact with me 
and contributed to my scientific life. 
These are Jorge Hendrichs and James 
Carey. 

My collaboration and friendship with 
Jorge Hendrichs began in  October 
1988, when he visited me on Chios for 
two weeks in order to conduct some 
field experiments and observations on 
medfly behavior on my farm, for his 
PhD thesis  conducted under the super-
vision of Ron Prokopy.  At the same 
time Dan Papaj (now Professor in the 
Dept. of Ecology & Evolutionary Biolo-
gy, at the University of Tucson, Arizo-
na), also joined us there. Our brief col-
laboration resulted to a few interesting 
publications. Since that time, Jorge, be-
ing in IAEA, visited me on Chios to col-

laborate in various medfly experiments related 
to SIT (quality control, dispersal etc). Some-
times he came with his children and his excep-
tionally kind wife Marti.  She also conducted 
experiments there on yellowjacket wasp be-
havior. With Jorge they came sometimes also 
other collaborators or assistants of him (e.g. 
Viwat Wornoayporn).  During our collabora-
tion, I wondered and admired Jorge’s hard 
work, persistence with the goals, administra-
tive management, and his  broad knowledge  
and understanding of the various aspects of 
human life, history and culture.  I believe that 
I gained a lot of experience and knowledge 
from my contact with him. 

At the same period (if I remember well, 
during the summer 1992), Prof. James Carey 
from the University of California at Davis, 
U.S.A., visited me on Chios. He was on a trip 
to Greece and searched in vain to find wild 
medfly populations to initiate his studies on 
the theories related with the medfly invasion 
in the USA.  Prof. Aris Economopoulos, who 
knew that I worked with medfly on Chios, ad-
vised him to visit me there. This was the be-
ginning of a long-lasting friendship and col-
laboration in different research programs sup-
ported by him, and for a number of visits to 
Chios by Jim and sometimes of his family. The 
contact with him was very instructive and pro-
ductive. 

 

QUESTION: What are you most 
proud of in your career? 

 

For my consistency in loving my job and for 
the fact that I never put materialistic interests 
over my curiosity to investigate and to find an-
swers to the many questions raised by observ-
ing the nature and the behavior of the insects. 
Also, to the fact that, as far as I believe, I put a 

small stone in building the progress of our en-
tomological knowledge. And, I hope, I inspired 
a few young people to search for the scientific 
truth. In addition, I am proud of my publica-
tions derived from my research, as I will ex-
plain while answering the next question. 

From left: Nikos Papadopoulos, J. 

Carey, Byron, Nikos Kouloussis  

(Chios (2006).  
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QUESTION: What is one of the 
most interesting/important 
discoveries you made about 
fruit fly during your career? 

 

“Discoveries” is a very impressive 
word! It calls to mind great people like 
Christopher Columbus, Thomas Edison, 
Alexander Fleming and many others, 
and I think this word should be re-
served to characterise discoveries made 
such great people.  For us, the regular 
scientists, it is better to talk about find-
ings and/or achievements.  As such a 
person, I believe that every one of us 
considers his publications and the pos-
sible new findings described there, as 
his own children. Therefore it is in gen-
eral difficult for one to evaluate his own 
work. Anyway, broadly speaking, I 
think I made some contributions to sci-
ence, among others mostly by conduct-
ing studies on fruit fly behavior, ecolo-
gy, population dynamics, physiology 
and control.  Also in demonstrating the 
existence of host marking and sex pher-
omones in some species, in developing 
some new techniques, conducting field 
observations on fruit fly behavior such 
as mating, oviposition, and host selec-
tion. At the practical level, in testing 
and/or developing different trapping 
and quality control systems. The find-
ings are disseminated to the entomo-
logical community through numerous 
publications and oral presentations in 
different meetings. 

In the past I felt especially proud of 
my very first publication 
“KATSOYANNOS, B. I., 1975.  Oviposi-
tion-deterring, male-arresting, fruit-
marking pheromone in Rhagoletis 

cerasi.  Environ. Entomol.  4: 801-807.” I 
feel this way not only because I was 
astonished by the fascinating experi-
ences I had by conducting the experi-
mental part, but also because of the 
wide acceptance this paper had. It was a 

great surprise for me to receive the acceptance 
letter of the editor of Environmental Entomol-
ogy, beginning with the phrase “your paper 
has received the evaluation of excellent 
by both referees. It is very rare for a 
paper to receive this evaluation by two 
separate reviewers etc…” As you can im-
agine, such a letter to a young scientist sub-
mitting his first paper in a journal like the 
above, is extremely encouraging, pushing him 
to continue with more enthusiasm on his re-
search. 

    Other work of which I am proud are the two 
field applications of the host marking pheromone 
of R. cerasi we conducted with E. Boller 
(KATSOYANNOS, B. I. and E. F. BOLLER, 1976.  
First field application of oviposition-deterring 
marking pheromone of European cherry fruit fly. 
Environ. Entomol. 5: 151-152; KATSOYANNOS, B. 
I. and E. F. BOLLER, 1980.  Second field applica-
tion of oviposition-deterring pheromone of the Eu-
ropean cherry fruit fly, Rhagoletis cerasi L. Z. 

ang. Entomol. 89: 278-281.), and also for my PhD 
thesis I mentioned above, which as I have heard, 
is still highly appreciated among German speak-
ing cherry fruit fly workers. 

It is difficult to choose the best among the over 
hundred works I published during the latter 
times, since with time and experience one ceases 
to be impressed or surprised by his own works. 

 

QUESTION: Is there anything that 
you wanted to achieve/complete but 
you did not manage for any reasons? 

 

Who is the man without unfulfilled wishes? 

 

QUESTION: Where was your best 
foreign destination, and where else 
would you like to go? 

 

  It difficult for me to consider Switzerland as a 
“foreign destination” since I spent there the ten 
best years of my life. However, due to the nature 
of our work with E. Boller, I had the chance to 
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visit almost all the wonderful places in this 
dream country. From the many other Eu-
ropean countries and places I visited, I 
love especially Spain (people, history, 
landscapes) and in particular Madrid, To-
ledo, Granada and Cordova. 

  In general, in the past I avoided the very 
distant destinations and therefore I missed 
several meetings in places far away 
(usually represented by my collaborators 
N. Kouloussis and N. Papadopoulos). 
From the places I visited during the few far
-distant symposia or meetings I participat-
ed in, I was impressed mostly by Morocco, 
Madeira (Portugal,) Penang (Malaysia) 
and Stellenbosch (South Africa). 

  In respect to the second part of the ques-
tion, when I was very young my dream was 
to move to Madagascar and stay there for a 
long time! Now I have no more such 
dreams. I consider myself happy to be able 
to move from my winter residence in Thes-
saloniki, to the island of Chios and to 
spend there the entire summer, together 
with my old and new friends. 

 

QUESTION: Do you have any 
suggestions for improving the 
international cooperation on 
fruit flies? 

 

  Considering that I retired six years ago, I 
feel that I am not the right person for such 
suggestions. Technology and ethics change 
so rapidly and sometimes so unpredicta-
bly, that any suggestions from me would 
probably not be realistic. I think that per-
sonal friendship, mutual interests and un-
derstanding among scientists, are im-
portant for fruitful cooperation. With these 
prerequisites, a healthy, genuine scientific 
collaboration could be developed from the 
personal, to the national and the interna-
tional level. 

 

 Last words… 

  If I have to say something to the new, young sci-
entists, is that according to my experience, it is a 
great pleasure to observe nature, to ask questions 
and to try to find or to approximate the scientific 
answer of them. 

  It is imperative to put realistic goals, and to 
work for their achievement.  Carefully create real-
istic working plans and follow them with persis-
tency without considering time and effort. Apart 
from the pleasure you will have from the feeling 
of being able to manage the problems posed, you 
and your work with time will be acknowledged by 
the scientific community. 

  In concluding, I wish to cordially thank all those 
people who, in one or the other way, supported 
and helped me to move forward and/or to over-
come any difficult circumstances I faced in my 
life.             

    Byron Katsoyannos 

 
 

Byron with a good friend!  

Thessaloniki, November 2015   


